
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earth At Night Image!

A    F r e d e r i c k    D o u g l a s s    C h r o n o l o g y
The Life of Frederick Douglass

1818-1895

1818 -- (Exact date unknown) Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey is born on Holme Hill farm in Talbot County
on the Eastern Shore of Maryland to Harriet Bailey, a slave. Frederick never knew his father but suspected him to be
his owner, Captain Aaron Anthony.

1826 -- Sent to live with Hugh Auld family in Baltimore.

1827 -- Asks Sophia Auld to teach him his letters. Hugh Auld stops the lessons because he feels that learning makes
slaves discontented and rebellious.

1834 -- Hired Out to Edward Covey, a "slave breaker", to break his spirit and make him accept slavery.

1836 -- Tries to escape from slavery, but his plot is discovered.

1836-38 -- Works in Baltimore shipyards as a caulker. Falls in love with Anna Murray, a free Negro (daughter of
slaves).

1838 -- Escapes from slavery, goes to New York City, marries Anna Murray and settles in New Bedford,
Massachusetts; selects a new name: Frederick Douglass. 

1839 -- Subscribes to William Garrison's The Liberator.

1841 -- First speaks at an antislavery meeting in Nantucket; William Lloyd Garrison
hires him as a lecturer for the American Anti-Slavery Society; spends the next four
years on the lecture circuit speaking out against slavery and campaigning for rights of
free Blacks.

1842 -- Makes first visit to Rochester attending a convention of Blacks.

1845 -- Publishes the first of three autobiographies, Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass, An American Slave; to escape recapture following publication, tours Great
Britain as an antislavery speaker, visiting England, Scotland, and Ireland; British
friends and supporters purchase his freedom a year later for £150 from Hugh Auld, his
former master.

1847 -- Returns to the United States as a free rnan. Against the advice of Garrison, moves to Rochester, New York, to
publish a weekly newspaper, the North Star, which in later years becomes Frederick Douglass' Paper and finally
Douglass' Monthly. 

1848 -- Attends the first Women's Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, New York and advocates the right to vote for
women.

1850 -- Publishes an attack on the Compromise of 1850 and the new fugitive-slave law.

1851 -- Changes the name of North Star to Frederick Douglass's Paper. Helps three fugitive Maryland slaves escape
to Canada as "Station Master" of the Rochester terminus of the Underground Railroad.

1852 -- Splits with Garrison over the means to achieve the abolition of slavery. Chosen vice-presidential candidate at
the Liberal Party convention.
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1855 -- Publishes his second autobiography, My Bondage and My Freedom.

1858 -- John Brown stays at the Douglass home in Rochester while developing plans for encouraging a slave revolt.

1859 -- After assisting John Brown in drawing up plans to incite a slave revolt, Douglass declines to join the raid on
Harper's Ferry; escapes to Canada to avoid being arrested and then sails to England to avoid prosecution, staying six
months.

1860 -- Returns to the United States upon hearing of the death of his eleven-year old daughter, Annie and is not
charged in the John Brown raid.

1861 -- The Civil War begins. Calls for the use of Black troops to fight the Confederacy through the establishment of
Negro regiments in the Union Army. November: Abraham Lincoln is elected president. December: South Carolina
secedes from the Union.

1862 -- Congress abolishes slavery in Washington, D.C.

1863 -- Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation takes effect, abolishing slavery in the states that are "in rebellion."
Douglass becomes a recruiter for the 54th Massachusetts Infantry, the first regiment of African-American soldiers;
his sons Lewis and Charles join the regiment. Eventually his son Frederick Douglass Jr. becomes an army recruiter
also.  Meets with President Lincoln to discuss the unequal pay and poor treatment black soldiers receive. About
180,000 African Americans serve in the Civil War on the Union side. 

1864 -- Meets with Lincoln again. In case the war is not a total Union victory, Lincoln asks Douglass to prepare an
effort to assist slaves escaping to the North.

1865 -- April 14, Lincoln is assassinated. The Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution, outlawing slavery, is
ratified. 

1866 -- Attends convention of Equal Rights Association and clashes with women's rights leaders over their insistence
that the vote not be extended to Black men unless it is given to all women at the same time.

1867 -- Turns down President Andrew Johnson's offer to name him commissioner of the
Freedmen's Bureau inasmuch as the National Black Leadership supported General Oliver O.
Howard's continuation in the post.

1870 -- Becomes owner and editor of the New National Era, a weekly newspaper in
Washington, D.C.

1871 -- President Ulysses S. Grant appoints Douglass to the Commission of Inquiry into the
possible annexation of Santo Domingo.

1872 -- Rochester home mysteriously destroyed by fire (arson?) with the loss of the newspaper archives. Moves his
family to Washington, DC. Nominated for vice-president by Equal Rights Party on a ticket headed by Victoria
Woodhull.

1874 -- Named president of the troubled Freedmen's Savings and Trust Company. Works with the chairman of the
Senate Finance Committee to save the bank, which ultimately fails.

1875 -- Congress passes a Civil Rights Act prohibiting discrimination in public places.

1877 -- Appointed U.S. Marshal for the District of Columbia by President Rutherford B. Hayes.

1878 -- Purchases Cedar Hill, a 9-acre estate in the Anacostia section of Washington, DC.

1881 -- President James A. Garfield appoints Douglass recorder of deeds for the District
of Columbia; publishes his third autobiography, Life and Times of Frederick Douglass.

1882 -- Anna Murray Douglass dies. Abolitionist 1813-1882

Because of her husband, Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey's prominent place in
American Black History, it is easy to see how Anna Murray could easily be over
shadowed. However, because of her tremendous courage, loyalty, love, and support for
Bailey, she too has secured a place in history. It was through Murray's financial efforts
that Bailey was able to escape from Baltimore to New York disguised as a sailor.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon his safe arrival, she joined him, and the two were married. They assumed the
name 'Johnson', but after meeting Nathan Johnson of New Bedford, Mass., he formally
introduced the new couple as Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Douglass. While Frederick
traveled, Anna provided comfort and shelter to hundreds of runaway slaves at their
Rochester, New York home, which served as a station on the Underground Railroad.
Although illiterate, she was the family's financial manager and maintained rock solid
stability during Frederick's absence. Stricken with paralysis, Anna Murray Douglass, a
devoted wife and mother of four, died in their Washington D.C. home in 1882. 

1884 -- Having been a widower since 1882, Douglass marries Helen Pitts, his former secretary.

 1889-91 -- Serves as minister and consul to Haiti, appointed by President Benjamin Harrison.

 1891 -- Revises and then republishes Life and Times autobiography.

 1892-93 -- Appointed Charge d'Affaires for Santo Domingo and Minister Resident and Consul- 
General to Haiti. Leads Haitian legation to World's Columbian Exposition.

 1895 -- Dies at his home (Cedar Hill) of a heart attack.

   12 Principles For Success Mentioned in Writings by Frederick Douglass
By Fred Morsell

1.   Understanding that the proper use of power is to help others.
2.   Giving up something you want in order to help someone else.
3.   Learning how to challenge and overcome doubt.
4.   Understanding why and how to control the human ego.
5.   Doing what is right and proper without delay, even if no one is looking.
6.   Learning how to use knowledge and understanding wisely.
7.   Overcoming indecisiveness by developing proper organizational skills.
8.   Making gratitude a part of every thought and action.
9.   Practicing the skill of listening before making judgments.
10. Remaining true to your word.
11. Practicing the art of giving without expecting something in return.
12. Recognizing that success is as much a motivation to others as to you.

       -- 12 Principles For Success , Copyright,  Fred Morsell , President of Fremarjo Enterprises, Inc.
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